
Site Council Meeting Minutes 

2/21/13, 5:30-7:30pm 

Present: Carla Steinbach (principal), Debbie Nelson (parent), Marcia Thomas (parent), Ken Jadwin (Lic. 

Teacher), Jason Schultz (Lic. Teacher), Liz Aram (Lic. Teacher), Sonja Peterson (parent), Jill Pohtilla (SAM-

notetaker).  Guest:  Sarah Streitz, Lic. Teacher – Math. 

Not present: Umar (congratulations for the birth of his child!), Jim Temple, Christine Levens 

 

1) Ken reviewed norms and passed out the agenda. 

 

2) Sarah talked about math scores – in particular the difference between  8th and 9th grade scores,  

i.e., why the same student is noted as proficient in 8th, but not in 9th.  

The 8th grade ranking based on where they should be in 8th grade. 

The 9th grade based on where they project they could be in two years (in 11th grade). 

A 9th grade student with a 260 has a 70% chance of passing MCA test in 11th grade.   

There is a concern that the critical mass of the 9th grade class is within the 220-225 area.   

The indicator levels are chosen by the district.  They seem to be fairly accurate. 

 

MAP – is it mailed home – no.  Can request at conferences. Students get results at advisory. 

Can we get MAP info to pass out at conferences? 

 

Curriculum discussion : 

Focused instruction was rolled out this year for 9th grade, meaning the curriculum is the same across the 

district.  The district has instructed teachers not to re-teach.  So it is hard to accommodate for student 

differences. 

Carla is asking for recommendations from math dept for what we need to do; how do we 

maximize seats.  

 

 Algebra support classes are helping.  Edison made a concerted effort to see that kids are in the right 

classes.  We also have weekly meetings to talk about student concerns, analyze student work, and talk 

about how to help each student improve. 

 

Anecdotal evidence -  regarding the support system here -  it works!  Students are doing better, 

accelerating faster, and passing.   This also has students feeling better about themselves, and they now 

enjoy math. 

 

3) Minutes 

*From 1/23/13 data retreat approved 7-0. 

Group will review and approve the 1/17/13 minutes at the March meeting. 

 

4) Parent update – The lock in party on May 17th      

They are working on fundraisers. 

They will discuss the criteria to be able to attend. 



More parents are coming/more gender diversity 

There was talk about doing more house party events. Next year, expand (geographically) the house 

parties. 

They did not get to discussing having another parent attend a Site Council meeting in the absence of any 

Site Council members who are also parents. 

  

5) Principal update 

Edison will have a PE credit available for incoming 8th graders during summer school, and possibly for 

current students. 

This is in comparison to Fast Track Scholars at South HS (for all MPS students) in which students can get 

a jump on high school credits.  This is hard for our students to travel to. 

The carry forward (money from MDE) requests were approved.  The money needs to use by September, 

2013.  Money will be used for summer planning hours, a March 20th audit w/Anthony Muhammad, and 

again in the fall. 

Student/teacher/parent survey was reviewed, with comparison info with last year and this year.  The 

tardy question is going in the wrong direction.  A couple of challenges that have led to people being less 

satisfied then last year include a) Plasco (tardy management system) was not up and running at the start 

of the year; b) Edison was not fully staffed at the start of the year; c) We lack the staffing to run 

detention, etc…… so with minimal consequences, tardies are continuing.   The district will be rolling out 

a district wide tardy policy before next fall.   

 

6) Bylaws discussion 

Proposal - at top of page 4, after….. in advance, of the co-chairs  add: “….or by an affirmative 

vote of a majority of the Site Council members present at a duly held meeting.  

 

Site Council meetings shall be conducted on the basis of consensus.  The most recent revision of 

Robert’s Rules of Order may govern the procedure at meetings at the discretion of the meeting 

chair, or by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members present.” 

 

*There was a motion to approve to approve, and a 2nd.  Approved 7-0.  

Per By Laws, there are 8 constituents who agree. 

Need to get 2 more constituents to approve. 

 

7) After school participation – we need to update numbers 

We are missing chess, tutoring groups & NHS. 

Athletic participation - Raw numbers would be 199 for the fall and 139 for the Winter. 

2010-11: Fall 28%, Winter 21%, Spring 19% 

2011-12: Fall 30%, Winter 20%, Spring 25% 

2012-13: Fall 30%, Winter 21% 

After school ALC, Approximately 70 - 80 students 

And we have a total of 135 students participating in the following clubs: 

Zero Hour, Debate Team, Asian Culture Club, Drama/Theater, Guitar, Tech Crew, Yung Madness 



Steppers, National History Day Club and Beacons. 

 

 

8) Programming and structures at Edison. i.e., discussion around what kinds of programs and 

structures are best suited for the students and families.  With the potential budget challenges, 

the school will not be able to afford the same programs/structures. Programs and structures 

include things like the length of day, number of class periods per day, IB (International 

Baccalaureate), MYP (Middle Years Proramme), City-Wide programs, academic lab, advisory, AP 

(advanced placement), CIS (college in the schools), etc…. 

Discussion around 6 vs 7 period day, and some of the challenges, i.e., a 7 period day is what supports IB. 

Also discussed the scenario of if we drop AP US history, those kids can still take IB history, and can still 

take the AP test.  

Should we host a community meeting to get feedback with parents who plan on sending their 

kids, as well as 9th & 10th families? 

Looking at spec ed courses - we need to be aware of segregating vs integrating vs mainstreaming. 

Historical perspective shared = community wanted to have more rigor, and the district added IB. 

Classes will need to be 50 minutes. 

*Site Council supports a 7 period day with a 7-0 vote 

Site Council will draft a letter of support, by March 8th, for the 7 period day and for going city-

wide with our business program.  

*Site Council supports dropping AP US History.  Students will still be able to take the IB class, and can 

take the AP exam. 7-0 vote. 

This needs to be marketed in the course catalog. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm 

Next meeting is March 14th, 5:30-7:30 

 


