
Site Council Meeting Minutes 

3/14/13, 5:30-7:30pm 

Present: Carla Steinbach (principal), Debbie Nelson (parent), Jim Temple (parent), Umar Leverett (staff 

member), Ken Jadwin (Lic. Teacher), Jason Schultz (Lic. Teacher), Liz Aram (Lic. Teacher), Sonja Peterson 

(parent), Jill Pohtilla (SAM-notetaker).  Guest: Liam Davis-Temple (Student) 

Not present: Christine Levens, Marcia Thomas 

 

Norms were reviewed 

Minutes review   

*Motion to accept minutes from 1/17/13  Passed  7-0.  

*Motion to accept minutes from 2/21/13  Passed  7-0. 

Parent Update 

Over 350 people saw the play; every day there were at least 75 people supporting the play – parents, 

volunteers, etc… 

There was a pizza fundraiser and raffle after the last show which made $300.  There is now about $1,000 

raised to support the Sr. Lock-in party. 

Audubon Spring Wing Ding is the next fundraiser with food donated by NE area restaurants. 

Working to re-establish Edison Parent Group, and to establish traditions, i.e. pizza party at closing day of 

theater productions. 

There is now a Tommie Boosters Facebook page. 

Lock-in party May 17th – They are working with beacons, and will know more at the next Site Council 

meeting. 

 

Principal Update 

Budget 

Shared comparison data with amounts this year vs last year.  The Site Council letter made an impact by 

getting an adjustment on the final allocations.  We may be able to get a 7 period day, but may not be 

able to do extended day.  Carla will continue to look for ways to support an extended day. 

Q-Is projection accurate?   

A-It’s hard to say.   There was a year in which the projection was lower than the actual amount, and it 

was a challenge as to add staff – it was a slow process.  This year the projection was higher than the 

actual turnout.  9th grade projection is 185.  We typically make our projection. 

Passed out current positions….there will be cuts.  There won’t be program cuts.  We did already decide 

to drop AP US history.  

Discussed the sequencing track in science: 

9th- biology & physics 

10th - chemistry 

Then students take bio/phys or IB track 

If IB, students can’t take band Jr/Sr year, so it’s mostly 9th and 10th in band. 

Possible to do zero hour for band. 



Our ELL department does great work supporting our ELL students; they are very collaborative.  

Anecdotally, teachers say the collaboration with the ELL department is working well. 

Priorities:  (In no particular order) 7 period day, safety/security, test coordinator, media specialist, 

literacy coordinator, support for observations, special education coordinator, attendance support, 

mentor for departments, extended day, collaboration in ELL and Spec Ed, keeping 3 languages. 

District is centralizing tech (IT) support.   

Class sizes will go up. District ratio is 1:32.  Hoping to keep Edison class sizes to 25-32. 

The district is serious about balancing the budget. 

Looking to the Edison Community and Sports Foundation to help with cost of PR items. 

Looking at Target partnerships 

Graco funds our robotics program 

Art teacher is working on several things, including a project with Eastside Co-op 

Discussed how much time it takes to do an observation.  It takes 4-6 hours. 

Comment from teacher – that it seems that we do too much observing. 

We need to have an evaluation system in place per the state. 

The observation system is designed to support teachers and one teacher’s response is that is does work 

well.  It helps show how and where we can support teachers. Teacher comment – some teachers ask for 

observations to improve. 

Q- What are the 2 things that keep people from choosing Edison.   

A-Perception about safety and perception that there is lack of rigor. 

 

Surveys 

Reviewed the students surveys regarding programming. 

Discussed how much students like cooking after school. 

Discussed possibility for adding kitchen. 

Re: Personal Care & Therapeutic Services…looking to add barbering, as well as collaborating with 

chemistry teacher to show students the correlation. 

Reviewed draft of parent survey.  It can be given even to younger students/parents.  Add priority 

ranking.  Add boxes at top to identify if the person taking the survey is a current parent or community 

member. 

Tripod survey – Edison looks good! 

SSR-Circulation at Edison is higher than at other schools.  Our students are using the media center.  Data 

included the staff who observed rooms during SSR. 

The district has been using value added data, but Liz was not able to access it.  She did her own deeper 

evaluation:  

All Jr’s had SSR for 2 yrs; Looked at 8th grade score & rank, and then 10th grade score & rank. 

Overall average is up 2.163%.  The students who have been identified as engaged in SSR are up 

10.09%  

From student survey – seems like students rank social things higher than the rigorous ones. 

Reviewed academic lab data. 

 

 



Bylaws  

Discussion about how to get input for agenda items: time at meeting and email between meetings, and 

at meeting (perhaps a time sensitive item). 

*Motion to approve changes to amendments  Passed 8-0. 

How can we get students to attend SC? 

Liam will ask student council. 

 

Future agenda items 

Finish looking at data 

Budget update 

Letter regarding business going city wide  

 

Messages: Class sizes will go up, priorities based on needs of the building, there is no more SIG (School 

Improvement Grant) money. 

 

Next Meeting April 11th, 5:30-7:30 

 

Adjourned at 7:30 

 

 


