
 

528 Hennepin Avenue, Ste. 200 
Minneapolis, MN  55403 
612.206.3640 

December 5, 2016 
 
Dear Edison High School Administration, 
 
Thank you for being a Dance without Barriers partner school this school year. With only 
26 schools selected in Minnesota, The Cowles Center for Dance and the Performing Arts 
is honored to provide a free Dance without Barriers dance residency to Edison High 
School this year. This will be the first year that participating teacher Allison Dean has 
received a grant to bring dance into their ELL classroom.  It’s a joy to plan a Breaking 
residency that ties directly into the school theme of “Does Creativity Matter” and we’re 
excited to bring Professional Breaking Teaching Artist, Jason Noer, to Edison on January 
3, 5 and 6. 
 
The core mission of the education program at The Cowles Center is to: 
* Spark curiosity about dance and the performing arts;  
* Engage new ways of thinking and learning;  
* Empower creativity;  
* Increase body and spatial awareness;  
* Make connections between dance and the world around it;  
* Increase access to quality dance experiences for learners of all ages, abilities and 
backgrounds.  
 
A Dance without Barriers residency at Edison High School costs $1,500, but The Cowles 
Center is able to provide it for free because of the support of many local foundations and 
individual donors from across the metro area who are working to bring additional arts 
programming to our schools. These donors all believe in the immense social/emotional 
impact that the arts have on students learning as well as the positive results on academics. 
 
Teachers who participate in Dance without Barriers are required to thoughtfully plan and 
execute a residency that fits within their curriculum as an outlet for robust learning. Ms. 
Dean is prime example of a teacher who has taken the arts and provided a way for 
students to make connections to their studies and themselves.  
 
Please join me in congratulating Ms. Dean on being awarded a residency from The 
Cowles Center. I welcome your Edison’s Administration and school community to join 
us in the residency to see how dance education impacts your students and teachers.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and participation! 
 
Jessi Fett 

 
The Cowles Center, Education Director 


