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My name is Kayla Cross. I am currently a senior in high school. To give you all a bit of background on 

myself. I had a difficult upbringing. I was born in Iowa, have moved 22 times and attended 15 different 

schools, including one near Balaton - Mr. Chair, I believe that is near your district. I now attend Edison 

High school in Northeast Minneapolis. To give you an idea of the demographic of my school, it is very 

diverse but also poor. 86% of us qualify for free/reduced lunch. I’m the co-president of the outdoor club 

at my school, and am very proud to say that with the help of Wilderness Inquiry, we are able to have 

one of the only clubs that represents the demographics of our school, is accessible to all (every event is 

free), and has very high attendance - We typically get between 30 and 50 kids at each event. Some 

activities we do includes rock climbing - indoor and outdoor - ice skating, and camping. I first gained 

interest in the outdoors after 7th grade when I went on a canoe trip in the boundary waters. It really 

instilled in me a fascination with nature and an understanding of the importance of getting to know the 

land we live on, as well as appreciating all it has to offer. 

Through Wilderness Inquiry and my outdoor club, I was lucky enough to go to Yellowstone National 

Park. Like THE Yellowstone National Park. The one you see in pictures with all the beautiful geysers and 

bison and such. It was an opportunity I would not have had if it weren't for WI. I have a cool bear story if 

anyone wants to hear it... Through WI I was also able to camp overnight at Fort Snelling State Park in 

their new camping areas. There, we canoed and learned about the history of the Dakotas and Fort 

Snelling's role in the formation of Minnesota. Later in my history class, we went more in depth on the 

topic. My trip to Fort Snelling brought history to life for my and allowed me to form a deeper 

understanding of my lessons in school. 

Next year, I am proud to say I will be attending Augsburg college in the Honor's program and I have 

received the President's Scholarship as well as the “Beat the Odds Scholarship” from the Children's 

Defense Fund of Minnesota. I plan to double major in environmental studies and political science. My 

outdoor experiences have inspired me to learn how to preserve and protect nature to ensure other kids 

will be able to experience what I have in nature. 

 I firmly believe this bill is important because it will allow more students to experience the outdoors and 

learn about the cultural heritage of the state. There is a misconception that kids in rural areas are close 

to nature and kids in the city are not. As someone who has experiences both, I can testify this is untrue, 

and that we need to extend these opportunities to kids in all areas of the state. The experience of 

making academics come to life in nature is one I hope more kids will be able to have. 


