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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner   
Subject Area: ____INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC __(CONCERT BAND)___________                      MYP Level: ________4/5________ 

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic 
MYP 

Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant 
Concept 

 

MYP Unit 
Question 

MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

4 wks Improvisation in a 12-
bar Blues Pattern 
“Why Be Blue?” 

ABCD 1. Demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
foundations of the arts 
area. 
2. Perform or present 
in a variety of contexts 
in the arts area using 
the artistic 
foundations. 
4. . Respond to or 
critique a variety of 
creations and 
performances using 
the artistic 
foundations. 

Human 
Ingenuity 

Students create 
unique 

improvisations 
within a 

harmonic 
framework, 

expressing and 
sharing 

themselves 
through music. 

 

Mastering 
fundamentals 
gives you 
power. 
(Creativity 
springs from a 
planned 
framework.) 

 

How does 
understanding 
of the basics 

give me more 
opportunities?  

 

(A)Written assessment 
–  
 

(B) Improvise on a 12-
bar blues harmonic 

progression;  
 

(C) written reflection 
on improvisation 

experience/growth 
 

(D)  
Respectful, attentive 

during student 
improvised 

performances 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
 
 

4 
weeks 

Unit 2 
Roles of 
Performer/Audience in 
a recital 
“Express Yourself!” 

ABCD 
 

1. Demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
foundations of the arts 
area. (Analyze how the 
elements of music 
including melody, 
rhythm, harmony, 
dynamics, tone color, 
texture, form and 
their related concepts 
are combined to 
communicate meaning 
in the creation of, 
performance of, or 
response to music.: 2. 
Evaluate how the 
elements of music and 
related concepts such 

Environments 
Students 

become aware 
of their 

relationship as a 
performer to 

their audience.   
 
 

Both performers 
and audiences 
play significant 

roles in a 
production. 

 
 

 
 

 

How do my 
artistic 

decisions allow 
me to express 

myself?  
 

What is the job 
of a performer 
and audience 

member? 

(A)Written assessment 
– expressive markings 

in printed music  
 

(B) Prepare and 
perform solo literature  

 
(C) Journal on process 
of preparing for solo 

performance 
 

(D)  
Respectful, appropriate 

behavior as a 
performer and 

audience member 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
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as repetition, pattern, 
balance and emphasis 
are used in the 
creation of, 
performance of, or 
response to music. 
 
(Artistic Process)1. 
Perform or present in 
a variety of contexts in 
the arts area using the 
artistic foundations.(  
 
 Respond to or critique 
a variety of creations 
and performances 
using the artistic 
foundations (Justify 
choices of self-
selected criteria based 
on knowledge of how 
criteria affects 
criticism.?) 

4 
weeks 

Composition  
Write Now! 

ABCD 1. Demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
foundations of the arts 
area.   
(Analyze how the 
elements of music 
including melody, 
rhythm, harmony, 
dynamics, tone color, 
texture, form and 
their related concepts 
are combined to 
communicate meaning 
in the creation of, 
performance of, or 
response to music.: 
Evaluate how the 
elements of music and 

Health and 
Social Education 

Students 
discover and 

appreciate their 
and their 

classmates’ 
unique power to 

create new 
music.  

 

We each have 
unique creative 
abilities. 

 

 

How do I write 
my own music? 

(A) Written test 
 

(B) Original 
Composition 

 
(C) Evaluation of own 

work for required 
elements 

 
(D) Original 

Composition 
 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
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related concepts such 
as repetition, pattern, 
balance and emphasis 
are used in the 
creation of, 
performance of, or 
response to music.) 
 
Create or make in a 
variety of contexts in 
the arts area using the 
artistic foundations 
 

Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

 
Why Be 
Blue? 

  Students use music 
reading strategies 
to interpret key 
signatures, 
harmonic 
progressions, and 
present that 
knowledge through 
improvisation 

 Students reflect on 
their improvisations 
in the DW; Make 
recordings of their 
growth 

Students plan their 
improvisation in 
terms of 
appropriate pitches 
with harmonic 
progress; create 
unique 
improvisation, 
combining critical 
and creative 
strategies 

 

 
Express 
Yourself 

Students use class 
time effectively, 
and set personal 
goals to prepare for 
performance 

Students accept 
others – including 
analyzing others’ 
ideas, respecting 
others’ points of 
view, using ideas 
critically 

 Students apply 
knowledge and 
concepts of 
expressive markings 
in printed music to 
their performances 

 

self-evaluation – 
including seeking 
out positive 
criticism, reflecting 
on areas of 
perceived limitation 
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Write Now 

self-management – 
including personal 
goal setting, 
organization of 
learning materials 

   Self-evaluation – 
including seeking 
out positive 
criticism, reflecting 
on areas of 
perceived limitation 

Identifying 
problems – 
including deductive 
reasoning, 
evaluating solutions 
to problems 

Creating novel 
solutions – 
including the 
combination of 
critical and creative 
strategies, 
considering a 
problem from 
multiple 
perspectives 
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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
Subject Area: _______Vocal Music __________                      MYP Level: ____4/5____________ 

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic 
MYP 

Objectives  
State/Provincial Standards AoI 

Significant Concept 
 
 

MYP Unit 
Question 

MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

 
 

15 
weeks 

– 1 
hour 
per 

week 
 
 

Rhythm 
and Pitch 

ABCD 1.1 Demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
foundations of the arts 
area. 
 
1.2 Demonstrate 
knowledge and use of the 
technical skills of the art 
form, 
  
2.1 Create or make in a 
variety of contexts in the 
arts area using the artistic 
foundations 

Human 
Ingenuity 
Students 
create unique 
compositions 
demonstrating 
understanding 
of rhythm and 
pitch. 
 

Mastering 
fundamentals gives 

you power and 
opportunity. 

 

 

How does 
literacy 
impact our 
creativity? 

A) Written test on time 
signature, melodic and 
rhythmic notation, 
duration,  and melody. 
 
B) Original written musical 
composition – applies 
knowledge of time 
signature, duration, and 
melody. 
 
C) Students revise 
compositions based on 
reflection, teacher 
feedback and peer 
feedback.  
(Revisions/feedback kept 
in DW) 
 
D) DW: Students journal 
on their own and peers’ 
compositions and provide 
written feed back to 
peers’ compositions. 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 

D: Personal Engagement 
 

– 21  
weeks 

 
1 hour 
per 
week 

 
 

Music in 
Our World 

ABCD  
1.1 Demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
foundations of the arts 
area. 

 
 
 

4. 1. Respond to or critique 
a variety of creations and 
performances using the 

Community 
and Service  
Our world is 
full of 
different 
sounds, 
instruments 
and styles of 
music.  
Internationally 
minded 

History and culture 
play a major role in 

how music has 
changed over time. 

What roles 
does music 
play in our 
world? 

 

A) Through written 
assessments, students 
demonstrate accurate 
instrument and genre 
identification after each 
song example  
B) Research paper on 
genre of student’s choice 
showing understanding of 
musical and cultural 
context of the genre. 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 

D: Personal Engagement 
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artistic foundations. students must 
have a broad 
sense of music 
history and 
the different 
roles of music 
in our world. 

C) Students will reflect and 
respond to listening 
examples  
D) Students actively 
participate in class, listen 
and respond to listening 
examples. 

Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

Rhythm 
and Pitch 

  Literacy – including 
reading strategies, 
using and 
interpreting a range 
of content-specific 
terminology 
 

Selecting and 
organizing 
information – 
including making 
connections 
between a variety 
of resources.   

 Creating novel 
solutions – 
including the 
combination of 
critical and creative 
strategies, 
considering a 
problem from 
multiple 
perspectives 

 

Making connections 
– Students use 
knowledge and 
skills across subjects 
(math, reading) to 
create melodies, 
applying those skills 
and knowledge in 
unfamiliar 
situations 

Music in 
Our World 

    Self –evaluation – 
including the 
keeping of DW, 
reflecting at 
different stages in 
the learning 
process. 

Inquiring – Including 
questioning and 
challenging 
information and 
arguments, 
developing 
questions, using  
the inquiry cycle 

Inquiring in 
different contexts – 
including changing 
the context of an 
inquiry to gain 
various perspectives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
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Subject Area: ___Media Arts                    MYP Level: ____Year 4&5________ 
 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic 
MYP 

Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant Concept 
 

 

MYP Unit 
Question 

MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

 
 

Sept/Oct. 
Jan./Feb. 

7 wks 
 
 

 
Hairstyling 

A; Knowledge 
and 
Understanding; 
B: Application; 
C: Reflection & 
Evaluation; 
D: Personal 
Engagement 

 

1.Understand how a 
synthesis (Combination) 
of the following 
components of media 
arts is used to define a 
work in media arts: 
a.Elements, including 
image, sound, space, 
time, motion, and 
sequence; 
b.Principles, such as 
repetition, unity, or 
contrast; 
c.Vocabulary; 
d.Structures, such as 
chronological or spatial; 
e.Styles, such as 
documentary, narrative, 
or abstract; 
f.Technical skills, such as 
selection and use of the 
tools of the medium;
  
2.Understand the 
similarities and 
differences among the 
structures and styles 
within media arts; 
3.Understand how the 
selection of criteria 
affects criticism of a work 
in media arts; 
4.Understand the 
connection between 
media arts and other 
disciplines outside the 

Community 
and Service:  
Students will 

be able to 
reflect upon 
attitudes and 

responsibilities 
in different 

social settings 
and 

demonstrate 
initiative and 
communicate 
effectively in 

society. 

The students will 
develop positive 
attitudes and a 
sense of personal 
and social 
responsibility. 

How can my 
learning 
make an 

impact on 
my 

community? 

(A)Written assessment –  
 
(B) Students create a 
style encompassing a 
variety of artistic 
techniques to create a 
work of art on a 
mannequin;  
 
(C) written reflection on 
learned terminology and 
techniques to create an 
artistic style 
 
(D)  
Student reflective 
journals 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
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arts, such as 
mathematics, science, or 
history; 
5.Select criteria for 
evaluating works in 
media arts; 
6.Analyze and interpret 
media art through its 
historical, cultural, or 
social context; 
7.Support personal 
reactions to media art 
works using the 
components of media 
arts; and 
8.Articulate informed 
evaluations of media art 
works using selected 
criteria. 

 

 
Dec./Jan. 

May 
4 wks 

 
 
 
 

 
Haircutting 

A; Knowledge 
and 
Understanding; 
B: Application; 
C: Reflection & 
Evaluation; 
D: Personal 
Engagement 

 

See state standards from 
above 

Human 
Ingenuity: 
Students 
examine and 
reflect on the 
unique ways in 
which humans 
think and 
create. 

 

Students will apply 
knowledge and 
skills in media arts 
to create a unique 
artwork. 
 

How can my 
knowledge 
of media 
arts allow 
me to 
create 
something 
new? 

 

 (A)Written assessment –  
 
(B) Students create a 
style encompassing a 
variety of artistic 
techniques to create a 
work of art on a 
mannequin;  
 
(C) written reflection on 
learned terminology and 
techniques to create an 
artistic style 
 
(D)  
Student reflective 
journals 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
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Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

Unit: 
Hairstyling 

Students will use 
create a hairstyling 
portfolio that 
contains rubrics, 
prior knowledge 
checks, cross 
cultural images 
and styling 
assessments 

Students will work 
positively with 
peers with little 
encouragement 
from staff 

 

Students will conduct 
themselves in a 
professional manner by 
displaying appropriate 
language, tones, and 
gestures 

Students will use 
class notes, 
textbook, prior 
student work and 
experience in 
class to create 
final project 

Students will 
reflect weekly, 
identifying 
strengths and 
weaknesses 
throughout 
hairstyling unit 
and prior to 
beginning final 
project, 
students will 
reflect on 
learned 
terminology 
and techniques 
to create an 
artistic style 

 

Students will create 
final project that 
will encompass a 
variety of artistic 
techniques to 
create a work of art 
on a mannequin 

 

The students should 
be able to create a 
style using basic 
techniques taught 

 

Unit: 
Haircutting 

Students will use 
create a 
haircutting 
portfolio that 
contains rubrics, 
prior knowledge 
checks, cross 
cultural images 
and styling 
assessments 

Students will work 
positively with 
peers with little 
encouragement 
from staff 

 

Students will conduct 
themselves in a 
professional manner by 
displaying appropriate 
language, tones, and 
gestures 

Students will use 
class notes, 
textbook, prior 
student work and 
experience in 
class to create 
final project 

Students will 
reflect weekly, 
identifying 
strengths and 
weaknesses 
throughout 
hairstyling unit 
and prior to 
beginning final 
project, 
students will 
reflect on 
learned 
terminology 
and techniques 
to create an 
artistic style 

Students will create 
final project that 
will encompass a 
variety of artistic 
techniques to 
create a work of art 
on a mannequin 

 

The students should 
be able to create a 
style using basic 
techniques taught 
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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
Subject Area: ___Theatre Arts_                      MYP Level: ____4/5____________ 

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic 
MYP 

Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant Concept 
 

MYP Unit Question MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

 
4 wks 

Student-
Conceived 
Material 

“Telling my 
story” 

ABCD  Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
personal, social, cultural 
and historical contexts 
that influence the arts 
areas. 

 
  Create or make in a 
variety of contexts in the 
arts area using the artistic 
foundations  

Human 
Ingenuity: 

Students will 
take action to 

think 
creatively. 

 

Anyone can tell 
his/her own story. 

What are all the ways I 
can use performance 

skills to tell a story 
that is important in 

my life? 

Final Performance of a 
Student-Written 

Performance Piece 

A: Knowledge 
and 

Understanding 
B: Application 
C: Reflection 

and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
 

 
4 wks 

Published 
Scene 

Performance 
“Retelling the 

Classics” 

ABCD   Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
personal, social, cultural 
and historical contexts 
that influence the arts 
areas. 
 
 Perform or present in a 
variety of contexts in the 
arts area using the artistic 
foundations 

 

Community 
and Service:  
Students will 
communicate 

an 
understanding 
and awareness 
of individuals 

in 
communities, 
including the 

role of 
individuals, the 

needs of 
individuals, 

and the 
responsibility 

of 
communities 

to their 
members.   

 

We can work 
together to tell 
other people’s 

stories. 

What kind of work do 
we need to do as a 

group to tell someone 
else’s story? 

Final Performance and 
Portfolio of  Design/Analysis 

Materials concerning a 
selected published scene. 

 
(A) Character Analysis of 
Assigned Character, with 
special emphasis on the 
Goals, Obstacles, Tactics, 
and Expectations of the 
character (G.O.T.E.) 
 
(B) Final Performance of an 
Assigned Scene, 
Approximately five minutes 
in length, either solo or in a 
small group. 

 
(C) Process Paper, 
describing the student’s 
perception of his/her 
performance and rehearsal 

A: Knowledge 
and 

Understanding 
B: Application 
C: Reflection 

and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
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process, and how they took 
into account feedback from 
the teacher and peers. 

 
(D) Work positively with 
peers, demonstrating a 
commitment to the class 
and diligence  

 

4 wks 
 

 “Astute 
Audiences” 

A, C, D  Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
personal, social, cultural 
and historical contexts 
that influence the arts 
areas. 

 
 Respond to or critique a 
variety of creations and 
performances using the 
artistic foundations. 

Environment: 
 

Students will 
reflect on their 
responsibilities 

in a 
performance 
environment. 

We can appreciate 
many types of 

storytelling. 

What makes a good 
performance—and do 
we know it when we 

see it? 

Reaction Paper based on 
the study and viewing of a 

play performance 

A: Knowledge 
and 

Understanding 
C: Reflection 

and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
 

 
Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

Retelling 
the Classics 

Time Management:  
This project will be 
structured, but 
there will be 
consecutive days 
where the class 
activities are not 
heavily prescribed, 
and conscientious 
time management 
will be important. 

 – Working in 
Groups:  Teams of 
2-3 will need to 
communicate to 
establish “blocking” 
and stage pictures 
that are acceptable 
to all members of 
the team.  

 

 Self-awareness:  
Artists are 
constantly 
reflecting on their 
craft, based on their 
own impressions 
and the feedback of 
teachers and peers. 

 

 Making 
Connections: 
Students recognize 
textual ideas that 
invite us to 
compose pieces of 
visual art (design of 
costume/scenic 
pieces) as well as 
just performance 
art. 
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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner   
Subject Area:            Visual Arts                                       MYP Level: ________4/5________ 

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic 
MYP 

Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant 
Concept 

 
 

MYP Unit 
Question 

MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

3 
weeks 

Unit 1 
Cubism 

 
 

ABCD 1 . Create or make in a 
variety of contexts in 
the arts area using the 
artistic foundations 
 
4.. Respond to or 
critique a variety of 
creations and 
performances using 
the artistic 
foundations. 

 
Human 

Ingenuity  
– Students 
create unique 
paintings in the 
style of cubism, 
showing a new 
way of visual 
representation.  

There are many 
ways to 
represent the 
world. 

 
 

How can I 
express myself 
in more than 
one way? 

 

(A)Written assessment 
–  

History and practice in 
Cubism 

 
(B) Create a unique 

painting in the style of 
cubism  

 
(C) written reflection 

on painting 
experience/growth 

 
(D)  

Self-motivation and 
initiative to take 

informed risk 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
 
 

2 
weeks 

Unit 2 
Abstraction 

ABCD 
 

1 . Create or make in a 
variety of contexts in 
the arts area using the 
artistic foundations 
 
4.. Respond to or 
critique a variety of 
creations and 
performances using 
the artistic 
foundations. 

Health and 
Social Education 
Students explore 

personal, 
physical and 

societal issues 
and develop 

respect for their 
own and others’ 

ideas. 

Art that is 
abstract can still 
have a message. 

 

 
 
 

 

How does art 
impact society, 
individuals, and 
me? 
 
 

(A) Written statement 
of artistic intent of 
given artist/work 

 
(B) Create a series of 3 

abstract drawings  
 

(C) Written reflection 
and self-assessment. 

 
(D)  

Receptive to abstract 
art practices, 

supporting and 
encouraging peers in 
creation of abstract 

art. 

A: Knowledge and 
Understanding 
B: Application 

C: Reflection and 
Evaluation 
D: Personal 

Engagement 
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Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

A New Lens 
– Cubism  

Self-management – 
students set 
personal goals, 
organization of 
learning materials 
to complete their 
paintings in a timely 
manner. 

 Students apply skills 
and understanding 
of cubism to a 
painting to share 
their unique 
representation of 
an object. 

 

 Self-evaluation – in 
DW students reflect 
at different stages 
in the learning 
process 

 

Generating Ideas – 
Students 
brainstorm ways to 
transform an object 
into a cubist 
representation 

 

Abstraction 

  Students inform 
others of an idea by 
presenting the idea 
through abstract 
artworks 

 

 Self-evaluation – in 
DW students reflect 
at different stages 
in the learning 
process 

 

Students create 
novel solutions 
including critical 
and creative 
strategies to 
represent ideas 
through abstract 
artworks 

:  Making 
connections – 
students apply 
knowledge and 
skills across subject 
areas to create an 
abstract 
representation of 
an idea or subject. 

 
 
 


