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SYLLABUS 

Digital Literacy 2 
Thomas Edison High School 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Kent Gillespie (Mr. G) 
 
CLASS: Digital Literacy ONE 

ROOM 315 Ex:34099 
VOICEMAIL:612-440-1004 

E-MAIL: kent.gillespie@mpls.k12.mn.us 
 
 
 
As an IB World School, our units are organized around inquiry statements and questions that 
help focus learning, develop curiosity, and promote critical thinking.   
 
Some of the units we will study in this class include: 
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1. Analyze & Evaluate types of NOUNS:  

(Concrete or Abstract), (Proper or Common), 
(Singular or Plural), (Countable or Uncountable), 
(Collective or Individual). 
 

2. Analyze & Evaluate types of VERBS: 
Linking Verb: A state of Being 
Action Verb: Physical action  
Tenses: Simple, Continuous, Perfect 
Auxiliary/Helping: expression of modality 
 

3. Diagram and label: 
Phrases   Clauses 

Prepositional Phrase  Independent Clause 
Infinitive Phrase  Subordinate Clause 
Gerund Phrase   Relative Clause 
Noun Phrase   Nominative Clause 
Participial Phrase  Adverbial Clause 
Appositive Phrase  Adjective Clause 
 

4. Sentence Modality: 
Declarative (A statement – Opinion or Fact) 
Interrogative (A question) 
Imperative (An order or a directive) 
Exclamative (An emotional outburst) 
 

5. Pronouns:  
1st2nd& 3rdperson (Singular & Plural) 
Reflexive, Reciprocal, Relative, Demonstrative 
 

6. Prepositions 
Describe: Direction, Placement, Time 
Prepositional phrases: (Adverbial or Adjective) 
 

7. Identifying information of phrase/clause: 
Adverbial – Where, When, Why, How 
Adjective – Which, What kind, Whose, How many 
 

8. Active and Passive voice Tense 
Writing in the first-person ACTIVE subject case. 
Writing in the third person PASSIVE subject case. 
 

9. Compound/Complex Sentence structure 
Understanding how the conjunction affects the 
context and/or semantics of a sentence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10. World Mythology Projects 

PowerPoint Presentations 
Greek – Egyptian – Hindu – Comic Book 
 

11. Digital Media news 
NEWSELA 
Read Theory 
Yahoo News 
Podcasts 
YouTube Audio books [(DIY) cooking, repair, etc] 
 

12. Microsoft/Google Word/Slide skills 
Students will learn how to work the control panel: 
Undo/Redo, Bold, Italicize, changing fonts, etc. … 
Student will learn how to create PowerPoint Project. 
 
Student’s will be taught how to utilize 
- Text-to-Speech (app) 
- Speech-to-Text (app) 
- Read aloud features (various websites) 
- Grammarly.com (app) 
 

13. Formal keyboard skills 
Typing.com and transcribing paragraphs 
Students will learn to write formal emails to 
employers. 
 

14. Games/Apps 
Cross-word puzzle apps 
Word find apps 
 

15. Digital Media 
Students will learn about reputably and peer 
reviewed sources and where to find them. 
- .org, .net, .gov 
 

16. Phonological & Phonics Rules 
Identify mono & di-graphs (s, h, sh, c, h, ch) 
Identify and pronounce consonant blends (st, skr) 
Identify and pronounce vowel blends (oa, ui,) 
Students will record themselves using Flipgrid app. 
Students will learn to identify and label syllables 
 
Texts and Resources 

Ø Little to no homework 
Ø Student will have their own Chromebook. 

Books/Articles provided 
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YEAR 2 
 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
 
4.2.2.2  
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how 
it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
COMPREHENSION & COLLABORATION 
 
4.8.2.2  
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
4.8.3.3  
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker 
provides to support particular points. 
 
MEDIA LITERACY 
4.8.7.7  
Distinguish among, understand, and use different 
types of print, digital, and multimodal media. 
a. Make informed judgments about messages 
promoted in the mass media (e.g., film, television, 
radio, magazines, advertisements, newspapers). 
b. Locate and use information in print, non-print, 
and digital resources using a variety of strategies. 
c. Check for accuracy of information between two 
different sources. 
d. Recognize safe practices in social and personal 
media communications. 
 
PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND 
IDEAS 
4.8.4.4  
Report on a topic or text and avoid plagiarism by 
identifying sources, tell a story, or recount an 
experience in an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
 
WRITING PROCESS: PRODUCTION AND 
DISTRUBUTION OF WRITING 
4.6.6.6  
With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page 
in a single sitting. 

 
 
CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 
 
4.10.1.1  
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. 
a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, 
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, 
why). 
b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was 
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb 
tenses. 
c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to 
convey various conditions. 
d. Order adjectives within sentences according to 
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather 
than a red small bag). 
e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, 
too, two; there, their). 
 
4.10.2.2  
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
a. Use correct capitalization. 
b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct 
speech and quotations from a text. 
c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction 
in a compound sentence. 
d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 
consulting references as needed. 
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Learner Profile 
Trait 

Student-friendly language 

Inquirers I love to learn new skills and new ideas.  I like to ask questions to learn 
more. 

Knowledgeable I strive to learn more about my community and the world.  I can show 
what I know in different situations and subjects. 

Thinkers I think deeply before making a decision and taking action. 

Communicators I like to share my ideas.  I can cooperate well with others.  I communicate 
well in different ways and languages. 

Principled I am fair and respectful to others.  I take responsibility for my own actions. 

Open-minded I respect others.  I strive to learn more and understand diversity.  I 
appreciate my own culture and other cultures. 

Caring I respect others and strive to understand and help them.  I care about my 
community and take action to make it better. 

Risk-takers I am brave.  I am willing to try something new.  I am not afraid to learn 
new things. 

Balanced I balance life and school.  I know how to use my time wisely to prepare 
myself for the future.  I am active and take care of myself. 

Reflective I look back at my work and actions to understand how I am progressing 
and make improvements.  

 
Academic Honesty Policy Please refer to the Thomas Edison Student Handbook. 
 
Classroom Conduct Expectations 
The students will be given a safe space to learn where they know they are wanted.  Students will 
be taught and encouraged how to promote this environment.  Students will be encouraged to 
take ownership of their space so their voices are heard.  OVERALL, students should feel valued 
by their teacher as well as their fellow students.   
The teacher and the class will establish classroom norms and expectations as a class. 
 
The Edison school-wide expectations are followed in this classroom.  Please refer to the student 
handbook for guidance around use of passes, attendance, and timely arrival to class. 
 
Reassessments: (students and families should know how to access reassessment opportunities in 
your class, i.e., times available, contracts, options, etc.) 
Rubrics for each MYP criterion can be found on the Edison webpage: 
http://edison.mpls.k12.mn.us/assessment 
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Grading Breakdown 
 

20% Classwork/Homework 
These activities allow you to become 
proficient with the learning targets.  These 
activities include homework, group work, 
and individual class work.  To be successful 
in this class, completing homework 
assignments is a necessity  
 
 
 
 

80% Academic Achievement  
Our goal is for you to show proficiency on 
these key learning targets. Students will 
have several opportunities to demonstrate 
your comprehension of each learning target 
throughout the unit. These opportunities will 
include tests, quizzes, projects, class work, 
and additional assessments. Learning 
targets will be graded using the rubric 
shown: 

*A score of 4 represents proficiency. 
IB MYP 

Score Description  Grade 
Scale 

 Letter 
Grade 

8 
EXEMPLARY 

Achievement beyond the level 
necessary to meet course requirements 

100% A    

7 
87 - 99% A    

75-86 A-   

6 ABOVE PROFICIENT 
Achievement exceeding the level 

necessary to meet course requirements 

71-74 B+  

66-70 B   

5 63-65 B-  

4 
PROFICIENT 

Achievement meeting the basic course 
requirements in every respect 

59-62 C+  

54-58 C    

50-53 C-   

3 PARTIALLY PROFICIENT 
Achievement worthy of credit even 

though it does not fully meet the basic 
course requirements in every respect 

44-49 D+  

31-43 D    

2 25-30 D-   

1 BELOW PROFICIENT  
Fails to meet the requirements  

0-24 F    
0 Insufficient Evidence 

Not Attempted 
 


