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Christie Roiz-Guevara 
My name is Christie Roiz-Guevara. I am the Family Liaison at 
Edison and have worked here since 2004. I am Mexican-American 
and I grew up in Crystal City, Texas. I am a native Spanish and 
English speaker. My mother and father were raised as migrant 
farm workers. They migrated up north every summer to work the 
fields in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. My brother and 
I were primarily raised by our maternal grandparents. My parents 
would migrate to “el Norte” to work and would leave us with our 
grandparents so that we could have some stability in school. It was 
difficult for our family to be separated and there were times we 
had to move with our parents. As a teenager I attended three 

different high schools! I know how difficult it is to be separated from family and loved 
ones. I also understand how difficult it is to start a new school and to make new friends. As 
a young mother of three children, I earned a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work at St. 
Catherine University and graduated with honors.  I strongly believe that with hard work 
and dedication, anything is possible!  
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Marina Castillo 

I am a bilingual Mexican American born in Tijuana and grew up in 

California. I earned a Bachelor of Science in Education degree from 

The University of North Dakota, M.A. in Counseling 

Psychology/Marriage and Family Therapy from the University of St. 

Thomas. I love teaching and counseling you and families. I really 

enjoy what I do, I love connecting with kids and helping them 

succeed. I’m a passionate artist I delve in many types of media 

including photography, painting, and much more. I live in Saint Paul 

and I’m very involved with my Latino community. I volunteer on 

several committees including Dia De Los Muertos (Day of the Dead), U of M Research groups, 

cultural events and also passionate about bridging the education gap to higher education.  

My family immigrated from La Magdalena, Michoacán.  My dad came to the U.S. as a laborer 

with the Braceros in the early 60's.  http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bracero_program  

My mom stayed in Tijuana where three of my siblings and I were born. We then immigrated to 

the U.S. and ended up in to Corona, California where many relatives from Michoacán, Mexico 

lived.   

My families struggle in the U.S.  has molded me into the compassionate therapist/educator that 

I am today.  I know how tough it is for youth and families that are struggling with language 

barriers and socioeconomic disadvantages.  I'm here to encourage, motivate, inspire every 

youth.  If this little girl from Tijuana, Baja California can make it, so can everyone else.  It's not 

easy, but you have to make good choices and put your life first and not allow things to get in 

your way!  My dad always said "This is the land of opportunity". Live it! 

http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bracero_program


 

 

Jennifer Ramji 

My name is Jennifer Ramji, and I have been working with the Edison 

Collaborative since 2006.  I am a therapist and I strive to provide Edison 

youth and families with culturally appropriate and developmentally 

responsive therapeutic and supportive services. Helping students to find 

balance and inner peace in their relationships, emotions, and life 

situations so that they can achieve academic excellence is my mission.  I 

am Puerto Rican and speak Spanish. My historical paternal roots 

originate from Spain.  My maternal family ethnicity is rooted in Native Taino, African, and 

Spanish origins.  My mother and father were born in Puerto Rico and moved to California in the 

early 1970’s.  Since leaving Puerto Rico, my family has struggled to preserve our Puerto Rican 

culture, but hold onto some things, like family togetherness, going to church, listening and 

dancing to salsa and merengue music, and cooking with plantains/platanos, avocado, 

sofrito.  My dad moved back to Puerto Rico a few years ago and I’m hoping to visit him with 

my family often so that I can pass on Puerto Rican culture to my children. 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 


