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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
Subject Area: ______Humanities___________                      MYP Level: ____4____________ 

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic MYP Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant 
Concept 

 
 

MYP Unit 
Question 

MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

Population 
  

6-8  
  

weeks 
 (Sept-Oct) 

Populations 
  

Trials and 
Tribulations 

of Population 
from Around 

the World 

Organize their 
thoughts in a 
logical manner, 
given the five 
paragraph essay 
format. 
  
Present and 
express 
information and 
ideas in a clear 
and concise 
manner. 

Describe the 
pattern of human 
population density 
in the United States 
and major regions 
of the world. 
  
Provide examples 
that illustrate the 
impact changing 
birth and death 
rates have on the 
growth of human 
population in the 
region of the world. 
  
Use population 
pyramids and birth 
and death rates to 
compare and 
contrast the 
characteristics of 
regional 
populations at 
various scales. 
  
Explain the patterns 
of push and pull 
factors with regards 
to human 
movement around 
the world. 

Health and 
Social: 

 
 Students will 
understand 

how 
populations 

affect the 
environments 
and learn to 
respect this 
interaction. 

 

The world’s 
population is 
nearing 7 billion 
people so 
humans need to 
be careful of the 
resources they 
use. 

Will the earth 
be able to 
handle the 
continuous 
increase in 
population?  
Will the human 
species be able 
to adapt to this 
increase? 

Piece of extended 
writing: 
 
5 paragraph essay 
aligned to the essential 
question 

Criteria A: 
Knowledge 
 
 
Criterion D: 
Organization and 
presentation 
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Culture 

  
6-8  

  
Weeks 
(Nov) 

Culture 
  

Globalization, 
the leading 

factor in 
cultural 

interaction 

Represent 
information 
using maps, 
models and 
diagrams, 
including the 
use of scale, 
graphs and 
tables to explain 
their culture. 
 
Research and 
better 
understand their 
own culture and 
combat 
common 
stereotypes. 

Describe and 
provide examples of 
the primary factors 
behind the regional 
pattern of culture 
groups in the world. 
  
Explain the 
concepts and 
models of the 
process of diffusion 
to interpret the 
spread of cultural 
traits. 
  
Describe major the 
regional distribution 
of the major culture 
groups of the 
United States and 
recent patterns of 
change. 
  
Will cite a variety of 
examples that 
illustrate how 
landscapes reflect 
the cultural 
characteristics of 
their inhabitants. 
  
  

Human 
Ingenuity: 
 
Students will 
develop 
awareness and 
understanding 
of how humans 
create, develop 
or change 
systems over 
time. 

Understanding 
how place and 
culture combine 
to form identity. 

How does 
culture 
influence the 
way we live? 

Culture flipbook with 
societal reflection 
paper 

Criterion C: Skills  
  
D: Organization 
and Presentation  

  
Economics 

and 
Agriculture 

  
6-8 

  
weeks 

Economics 
and 

Agriculture 
  
  

Agriculture 
trends from 
across the 

globe 

Explain the 
changes of 
agriculture and 
understand the 
how technology 
has changed our 
food. 
 
Students will 

Describe patterns of 
consumption and 
production of the 
agricultural 
commodities that 
are traded among 
nations. 
  
Describe how the 

Environments 
 
Students will 
understand 
where our food 
comes from 
and what it 
takes to 
prepare it from 

There’s more to 
your food than 
the person who 

serves it. 

How has 
agricultural 

advancements 
changed the 

way we 
consume food? 

End of unit exam 
 

Dietary Log with 
reflection  

  
Mapping of favorite 

foods/meal 

A: Knowledge 
 
Criterion B: 
Concepts 
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describe the 
changes that our 
food and 
agriculture have 
gone through. 

technological and 
managerial changes 
associated with the 
third agricultural 
revolution have 
impacted the 
regional patterns of 
crop and livestock 
production.   

the beginning 
to the end. 

Environments 
  

5-6 
  

weeks 
  
  
  

Environments 
Human 

Interaction 
within our 

Environment 
  

Describe and 
explain patterns 
and 
relationships in 
space including 
natural and 
human 
environments. 
Explore issues 
facing the 
international 
community, 
demonstrate 
international 
and intercultural 
awareness and 
understanding, 
observe select 
and record 
relevant 
information 
from a wide 
range of 
sources, use  

Understand and 
analyze examples of 
the impacts of 
natural hazards on 
human activities 
and land use. 
Analyze the 
advantages and 
drawbacks of 
several common 
proposals to change 
the human use of 
environmental 
resources. 

Community and 
Service 

 
Students will 
understand 

how individuals 
contribute to 
stress on the 
environment 
and how they 

can make a 
difference in 

the community. 

Our daily 
consumption has 
a direct impact 

on the 
environment. 

How do 
humans 

influence the 
environment 

and in turn are 
influenced by 

it? 

Piece of classwork/ 
homework:  

 
Two week 

consumption journal 
plus essay on how to 
reduce their human 

footprint 

Criterion B: 
Concepts 
 
Criteria C: Skills 
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Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

Unit:  
Population 

 Students will be 
expected to 
organize 
information from 
multiple activities 
and bring this 
information 
together when 
writing their final 
paper 

  Being Informed: 
Using maps to 
understand the 
world’s population. 

  Students will reflect 
on the writing 
process and will 
work all year on 
mastering the 
writing process for 
the 9

th
 grade MCA 

Writing Exam. 

 
 

Math transfer: 
Creating graphs to 
connect knowledge 
learned about 
population. 

Unit:  
Cultural 

Students will be 
expected to 
organize 
information from 
multiple activities 
and bring this 
information 
together when 
writing their final 
paper. 

Accepting others: 
Trying to 
understand other 
cultures and accept 
differences. 

They will be 
reflecting on the 
writing process and 
will work all year on 
mastering the 
writing process for 
the 9

th
 grade MCA 

Writing Exam 

 Self-awareness: 
Digging deeper 
about one’s self 
knowledge about 
their culture. 

    

Unit: 
Economics 
and 
Agriculture 

           Students will think 
about their eating 
and dietary choices 
they are making. 

 Students will take 
the information 
about dietary 
choices and apply it 
to their own life. 

Unit: 
Environme
nts 

  Students will 
communicate their 
consumption 
patterns and their 
plan on how to 
reduce their human 
footprint. 

  Students will need 
to think about their 
consumption 
patterns and what 
they are consuming 
daily. 
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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
Subject Area: ______Humanities___________                      MYP Level: ____5____________ 

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic MYP Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant 
Concept 

(AoI 
 Student Learning 

Expectation) 

MYP Unit 
Question 

MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

9 
Weeks 

Q2 
 
 
 

World  
Religions 

Demonstrate 
subject content 
knowledge and 
understanding. 

Present and 
express 

information and 
ideas in a clear 

and concise 
manner. 

Students will 
demonstrate 

knowledge of the 
history and rise of 

major world religions 
 

Community and 
Service: 

Students will 
develop an 

awareness of 
different 

communities. 

Exploring 
concepts of 

identity, culture 
and community 

How do people 
of different 

religious beliefs 
live in a 

community 
together? 

Extended Writing: 
Compare and Contrast 

Essay  

A: Knowledge 
 D: Organization and 

Presentation 

 
Q3 

 
 
 

Industrial 
Revolution 

Demonstrate 
subject content 
knowledge and 
understanding. 

B: Change: 
Students will 

understand that, 
as people interact 

with their 
environment, 
both change. 

Students will 
demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
effects of the 
Industrial Revolution 
during the 19

th
 

Century 

Environments: 
Students will 
develop 
awareness and 
understanding 
of physical, 
social, political, 
economic, and 
cultural 
dimensions. 

Students will 
examine human 
interaction with 

the environment. 

How does our 
increased 

standard of 
living impact the 

environment? 

Exam A: Knowledge 
B: Concepts 

Q4 
 
 
 
 

World War 
One 

Understand 
issues related to 
place/space on a 

local, national 
and global scale. 
Use sources in a 
critical manner. 

Students will 
demonstrate 

knowledge of the 
worldwide impact of 

World War One. 
 

Health and 
Social 

Education: 
Students will 

reflect on 
themselves in 

the wider 
society. 

Investigating the 
benefits and 

stresses caused by 
social and 

technological 
change 

How is war 
started and how 

can it be 
prevented? 

Classwork: Research: 
World War One Peace 

Conference 

B: Concepts 
C: Skills 

7 
Weeks 

History 
Day 

Organize 
information in a 

Students will apply 
research skills 

Human 
Ingenuity: 

Investigating the 
evolution of 

How do I choose 
a topic for a 

History Day Project C: Skills 
D: Organization 
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logically 
sequenced 

manner, 
appropriate to 

the format used. 
Analyse and 

interpret 
information from 
a wide range of 

sources. 

through an in-depth 
investigation of a 

historical topic 
 

Students will analyze 
historical evidence 

and draw conclusions. 

Students will 
develop an 

awareness and 
understanding 

of the processes 
involved in 
innovation, 

creation, 
development 
and change.  

social, economic 
and political 
systems and 

models. 
Exploring human 

bias in 
documenting 
Reflecting on 

consequences of 
human action. 

research project 
and then 

effectively 
present my 

information to 
the larger 

community? 

 
Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try 
to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

Unit: 
World 
Religions 

Students will 
practice time 
management by 
using time 
effectively in class. 

  Students will select 
and organize 
information for 
their essays. 

 Students will 
outline their ideas 
for their essays. 

 

Unit: 
Industrial 
Revolution 

      Students will make 
connections on 
environmental 
issues across 
subjects. 

Unit: 
World War 
One 

 Students will work 
in groups to 
prepare for the 
Peace Conference. 

Students will use a 
variety of media to 
be informed about 
issues of WWI. 

 Students will 
evaluate their own 
performance and 
contribution. 

  

Unit: 
History Day 

Students will 
practice time 
management by 
meeting deadlines 
and self-
management by 
organizing research. 

 Informing others: 
Students will use 
presentation skills 
in the media of 
their choice and 
develop a thesis to 
synthesize research. 

Research: including 
use of primary 
sources, evaluation 
of credibility/bias, 
assessment of text 
reliability and 
relevance, note 
taking 

Students will reflect 
on the research 
process and their 
learning. 

  



MYP Vertical and Horizontal Matrix 
 Revised 2009 

 

7 

 

 


