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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
Subject Area: ____________Language A                      MYP Level: ________4  

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic MYP Objectives  
State/Provincial 

Standards 
AoI 

Significant Concept 
 

MYP Unit Question MYP Assessment Task MYP Criteria 

6 weeks 
 

The Struggle to decide A. Content:  

a. Understand and analyse the language, 
content, structure, meaning, and 
significance of both familiar and 
previously unseen oral, written and visual 
texts. 

b. Analyse the effects of the author’s choices 
on an audience 

c. Compose pieces that apply appropriate 
literary and/or non-literary features to 
serve the context and intention 

B. Organization: 

a. Create work that employs organizational 
structures and language-specific-
conventions throughout a variety of text 
types 

b. Organize ideas and arguments in a 
sustained, coherent and logical manner 

c. Employ appropriate critical apparatus 

C. Style and language mechanics: 

a. Use language to persuade 

b. Use appropriate and varied sentence 
structure 

Use appropriate and varied register, 
vocabulary, and idioms. 

 
9.4.3.3  

9.7.3.3  

9.9.1.1  

 
Health and Social 

Education 
 

Students will 
understand the 
importance of 

making choices in 
terms of how they fit 

into the wider 
society.  

The best way is not 
necessarily the easiest. A 
lot can be learned from 

reflection and well-
thought out decisions 

Am I going to take 
the hard way or the 

easy way? 

Personal Reflection 

Personal Essay 
(Creative Writing) 

Performance  

A: Content,  
B: Organization, C: 
Style and Language 

Mechanics 

 
6 weeks 

 

A second way to look at 
things 

A. Content:  

a. Understand and analyse the language, 
content, structure, meaning, and 
significance of both familiar and 
previously unseen oral, written and visual 
texts. 

b. Analyse the effects of the author’s choices 
on an audience 

c. Compose pieces that apply appropriate 
literary and/or non-literary features to 
serve the context and intention 

B. Organization: 

a. Create work that employs organizational 
structures and language-specific-
conventions throughout a variety of text 
types 

b. Organize ideas and arguments in a 

 
9.5.7.7  

9.7.1.1    
9.7.6.6  

 

 
Community and 

Service 
 

Students will 
examine the power 
of their own words, 
how others view the 
same topic, and how 
others view them in 
order to come to a 
fuller and more 
complete 
understanding. 

Express yourself 
honestly and listen to 

others respectfully.  Use 
to more fully understand 

the world and self. 

How can I get 
smarter? 

Personal Reflection 

Personal Essay 

Performance 
Reflection 

A: Content,  
B: Organization, C: 
Style and Language 

Mechanics 
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sustained, coherent and logical manner 

c. Employ appropriate critical apparatus 

C. Style and language mechanics: 

a. Use language to persuade 

b. Use appropriate and varied sentence 
structure 

Use appropriate and varied register, 
vocabulary, and idioms. 

 
 6 weeks 

 

My influence on others A. Content:  

a. Understand and analyse the language, 
content, structure, meaning, and 
significance of both familiar and 
previously unseen oral, written and visual 
texts. 

b. Analyse the effects of the author’s choices 
on an audience 

c. Compose pieces that apply appropriate 
literary and/or non-literary features to 
serve the context and intention 

B. Organization: 

a. Create work that employs organizational 
structures and language-specific-
conventions throughout a variety of text 
types 

b. Organize ideas and arguments in a 
sustained, coherent and logical manner 

c. Employ appropriate critical apparatus 

C. Style and language mechanics: 

a. Use language to persuade 

b. Use appropriate and varied sentence 
structure 

c. Use appropriate and varied register, 
vocabulary, and idioms. 

9.5.1.1  

9.7.4.4  

9.9.4.4  

 
 

Human Ingenuity 
 

Students will 
examine the power 
of words and how all 
of their choices in 
presentation can and 
will affect their 
desired outcome.   

Express yourself so 
others will and can 

listen. 

How do people best 
express themselves 
so others can and 

will listen? 

 

One response to 
literature  

Personal Essay 

Personal Reflection  

A: Content,  
B: Organization, C: 
Style and Language 

Mechanics 

 
 

Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information 
Literacy 

Reflection Thinking Transfer 

Unit 
Struggle to 
Decide 

Students will learn self-
management – including 
personal goal setting, 
organization of learning 
materials and how this 
has helped shaped who I 
am and what I hope to 

 Students will use literacy 
– including reading 
strategies using and 
interpreting a range of 
content-specific 
terminology through the 
use of annotation and a 
reflective notebook. 

  Students will learn to inquire – 
including questioning and challenging 
information and arguments, 
developing questions, and using the 
inquiry cycle 
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become 

 

 
 
Students will inform 
others through the use of 
a shared-inquiry. 

Unit 
A second 
way to look 
at things 

 Students will learn to 
accept others – 
including analysing 
others’ ideas, 
respecting others’ 
points of view and 
cultural differences, 
using ideas critically 

 

Students will use literacy 
– including reading 
strategies using and 
interpreting a range of 
content-specific 
terminology through the 
use of annotation and a 
reflective notebook. 
 
Students will assess the 
information presented in 
a variety of media in 
order to gain new 
perspectives. 

 Students will learn to seek out positive 
criticism, reflect on limitations.  They 
will keep a journal and portfolio, 
reflecting at different stages in the 
learning process.  

 

 Students will learn to inquire in different 
contexts – including changing the context 
of an inquiry to gain various perspectives. 

Unit 
Influence 
others 

  Students will use literacy 
– including reading 
strategies using and 
interpreting a range of 
content-specific 
terminology through the 
use of annotation and a 
reflective notebook. 
 

Students will 
learn to identify 
author point of 
view, and bias; 
use primary and 
secondary 
sources in order 
to make 
connections 

 

 Students will learn to apply their 
knowledge to identify problems, 
develop questions, and use the 
inquiry process in order to create a 
solid logical argument that identifies a 
solution considering multiple 
perspectives.   
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IB MYP Horizontal/Vertical Planner 
Subject Area: ____________Language A                      MYP Level: ________5  

 

Time 
Frame 

Unit Topic MYP Objectives  State/Provincial Standards AoI Significant Concept 
 

MYP Unit Question MYP 
Assessment Task 

MYP Criteria 

 
9 weeks 

 

You Can’t Handle the 
Truth! 

 

Students will analyse the effects of the author’s choice on an 
audience. 
Students will create work that employs organizational 
structures and language-specific conventions throughout a 
variety of text types. 

 
I. Reading and 

Literature 
II. Writing 

Human Ingenuity: 
Students will reflect 

on how subjects have 
“ways of thinking.” 

Truth and fact may not 
always be the same. 

What is “truth”? Creative Writing A: Content,  
B: Organization,  

9 wks 
 

Man’s Inhumanity to 
Man 

Students will independently identify imagery, 
characterization, and symbolism in literature text.   

Students will independently analyze author’s use of imagery, 
characterization, and symbolism for intended effect on 
audience and how these elements are used to develop 
theme. 

Students will choose salient text to support claims. 

Students will integrate textual evidence into a fluid 
argument. 

Students will independently develop literature thesis 
statements. 

 

9.4.1.1 
9.4.2.2 
9.4.3.3 

Health and social 
education: 
We are exploring the 
effects of one’s 
community on beliefs, 
character, and 
ourselves within the 
wider society. 

 

People are socialized by 
their communities.  The 
person you turn out to be 
is a combination of 
nature and nurture, but 
when pressed, people will 
turn to their animalistic 
natures to survive. 

 

To what extent does 
where we are 

determine who we 
are? 

 

Response to 
literature 

A: Content,  
C: Style and 
Language 

Mechanics 

9 wks 
 

Our responsibility to 
speak up 

Create work the employs organizational structures and 
language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text 

types 

9.4.4.4 
9.4.7.7 
9.7.3.3 
9.7.5.5 

Community and 
Service: 

Students will 
understand the 
impact of social 

bullying and complete 
an action research 
project promoting 

tolerance and 
acceptance of others.   

Seeing yourself in the 
“other” 

 
What personal 

responsibilities do we 
have to stand up for 
the oppressed in our 
school, community, 
society, and world? 

Essay B: Organization, 
C: Style and 
Language 

Mechanics 
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Approaches to Learning  (ATL) Skills Matrix Fill in boxes with AtL Student Learning Expectations aligned to your unit. You do not have to cover each AtL skill in each unit, but try to cover them all at some point during your course.  

 

 Organization 
 

Collaboration Communication Information Literacy Reflection Thinking Transfer 

 
 
Unit: You Can’t 
Handle The 
Truth 
 

     Students will generate ideas 
and create novel solutions. 

Students will make 
connections take different 

perspectives. 

Unit: Man’s 
Inhumanity to 
Man 

  --Students will understand the 
importance of annotating 
texts and tracking 
metacognition for learning. 

--Students will develop and 
apply annotation skills to keep 
track of significant moments.  
Students will annotate texts in 
the following ways: 

    --Connections:  text-to-self, 
text-to-text, text-to-world 

    --Questions:  about the text, 
for the author 

    --Author’s craft:  literary 
devices, syntax, style 

    --Emotions:  emotions you 
feel as you read the piece, 
what the characters feel, what 
the author feels 

-- Students will develop 
analytical writing skills by 
writing literary analysis pieces 
based on the information 
gathered through their 
annotations. 

 

 --Students will reflect on their 
essays after receiving teacher 
feedback.  Reflection 
questions will include 
questions about time 
management and usage of 
resources, areas of 
improvement/growth, areas of 
strengths/weaknesses. 

  

Unit: I Swore 
Never to be 
Silent 

--Students will use time 
effectively in class—
including daily goal 
setting 

--Students will work in groups 
on lesson/presentation: 
 
    --delegate responsibility  
  
   --resolve group conflict 
 
  --demonstrate teamwork 
 
 

Students will demonstrate 
their understanding via four 
modes of writing: 

     -inform, persuade, instruct, 
entertain 

(see Final Assignment sheet) 

 

Students will access 
information from a variety of 
sources for their informative 
essay on oppression. 
 
-Students will use information 
from primary and secondary 
sources. 

   

 
 
 


