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Students Represent TRIO at College Affordability Roundtable with 
Senator Franken 
 

On Friday, April 18, 2014, two TRIO Upward 
Bound participants from the College of 
Education and Human Development met with US 
Senator, Al Franken and University of Minnesota 
President, Eric Kaler, as part of a college 
affordability roundtable.  As Minnesota TRIO 
representatives, they attested to and expressed 
support for Franken’s Affordable College 
Textbook Act and his focus on holding 
institutions accountable for streamlining 
language around financial aid awards. 
 
TRIO Upward Bound alumni and current TRIO 
Student Support Services student, Erika Romero-
Paguay discussed how TRIO programs helped 
her find the aid so school would be less 
burdensome financially but that without the 
program’s help, she would have had significant 
debt. As a student who immigrated to the US in 
2011, Erika worked diligently to learn the 

language and push towards her college entry.  TRIO programs helped her to navigate 
institutions, learn the college-going process and decipher the financial aid language that is 
oftentimes confusing.  This was Erika’s second time meeting Senator Franken. Her first was as a 
participant in COE’s National Student Leadership Congress in 2013.   
 
Edison High School senior, Salina Vang, spoke on the financial issues she faces being the first 
in her family of 11 to pursue school. As a student finalizing her college-going plans, she 
expressed concern for the cost of textbooks and having to make a final decision based on how 
much aid she is awarded from colleges she was accepted into.  She also expressed gratitude 
for TRIO for being there to guide her through the college-readiness process. She is currently 
leaning towards attending the University of Minnesota Duluth in the fall of 2014. 
 
In all, there were seven students represented in the roundtable (six were University of 
Minnesota students and one (Salina) high school student). In additional to Franken’s focus on 
college affordability, Franken reiterated the importance of TRIO programming and direct 
support of students. He suggested that the two TRIO representatives be called upon to testify 
on the ways in which TRIO impacts student achievement and collegiate success. 


